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THE BODY AND ITS HEALTH.
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piano, the hammers or which strucli the
strings several times when a key waa
touched. He knew thfct this waa be-

cause something was the matter with the
hammer-tapes- , the purose of which is
to hold the hammers so that they shall
strike the strings but once. He fouud
that every one of the eighty odd pieces
of tape had disappeared and the mouse's
nest was soon discovered. It was a
bunch large as one's fist, comosed of
the missing tape, chewed into a pulpy
mass. The mice generally enter a piano
by climbing up along the pedal shafts,
aud almost invariably make use of the
hammer tapes for their nests.

A eTBASOl case of imbecility is re-

ported from the public schools at Alli-

ance, Ohio. State School Commissioner
O. T. Corson is in receipt of a letter
from C. C. Davidson, superintendent of
the Alliance schools, inquiring what can
be done with one of their pupils. It is
stated that the pupil referred to is a boy
who has been attending school for seven
years, aud yet is unable to read or write.
In conversation and appearance the boy
would impress an observer as being pos-

sessed of unusual intelligence. Yet he
is absolutely unable to learn anything.
In this connection Doctor Doren, of the
imbecile asylum, relates an incident of
how a child was attracted
by a drum used by a strolling minstrel
band and performed the feat of walking,
which it had never before attempted.

The only man who, it is said, ever es-

caped from Moyainensing Prison, Penn-
sylvania, died recently in Frankford.
There was an execution at the prison
the day he escaped and the door of his
cell was left open, While the con-

demned mau was ou tho scaffold the
occupant of the cell, w ho had not yet
been convicted and was consequently
dressed in his own clothes, walked out
and stood among the jurymen and others.
Noticing that they had left their hats in
the office of the prinon, he went to the
office, made the excuse that he could
not bear to see a man hanged and, pick-
ing up a hat belonging to a visitor, sig-

nified his intention of getting a little

THE DYNAMITIC CRITSKK'S WON-DEKFt'- L

PROJECTILE.

Shot From a Oun, It Sweeps Fp and
Down the Air I.Ik" u tiroat Bird

A Terrible Knslne.

Some test experiments in the throwing
nf projectiles from the dynamite cruiser
Vesuvius were recently made off port
Koyul, South Carolina, with very inter-
esting results. The projectiles used were
eight feet long, ten inches iu diameter,
and when loaded weighed SIS pounds.
The body of the dummy projectile was a
spirallv welded cylinder, into which the
base and head were screwed. SOI 1 these
were also connected by an iron bar in the
axis of the cylinder The base was of
cast iron, and carried a brass Imnd on
which were a number of wings curved so
as to rotate the proiectile as it passed
through the air. The sabot, or "gas
check,"' which occupied the centre of the
ten-inc- h shell in the fifteen-inc- h gun, was
also attached to the base, but in such
manner as to fall off, as a rule, as soon as
the projectile left the gun The head
was also of cast iron, and carried as
"wing pieces'' a number of blocks of
wood carefully fitted about it, and cen-

tring the forward end of the projectile
in the axis of the bore. Thse blocks
flew off, helter-skelte- as soon as the
projectile left the gun. Iu the live pro-

jectile the cylinder is a drawn steel tube,
and the head and base pieces are of brass,
and arc not connected by a bar as in the
ense of the dummy. The head contains
the fuse and primer of dry guncotton,
and also has a number of plungers fixed
about it so as to explode the primer by
imnact.

The flight of the projectiles, aa it ap-

peared to an observer stationed near the
target, is thus described by an eye-

witness, Lieutenant A. A. Ackerman, of
the F. S. S. Philadelphia:

"We are anchored a few yards from
the line of fire, a mile away from the
low-lyin- g dynamite cruiser. A signal
has been hoisted at her yard-ar- Warn-

ing the observers to stand by. They
have acknowledged it by displaying
their wig-w- ag flags. The cruiser's Big

nal is then hauled down, after which
those of the observers are also doused as
thev severally announce their readiness
All is read v. Suldenlv we perceive a

white cloud about the bow of the houses. If they had been intended
and then from this bursts maiily for the accommodation and secur-fort- h

a round black object, which, as it ity of rats aud mice, aud for pur-rise- s

out of the mist, shapes into a long poses of swift aud uncontrollable contla-thi- n

cylinder. Higher and higher it gration, you could not have improved

yueer Kuets ami Thrilling Adven-
tures Wliicli Mi )v That lentil Is

Stranger Than Kietlju.

Hauik.s do mauv ipiecr things, but
d Joseph Wiggins. Jr., of

MM Mountain street, Philadelphia, beat
the record the other day when he swal
Itved an orange seed and at once pro-

ceeded to grow the sprout of a tine
Florida orange tree in his throat. The
Record soys that the experiment wonM
have proved disastrous for Baby Joseph
but for the kindly Intervention of doctors.
The little boy's mother gave him an
Ofonge after carefully preparing it for
him. Unfortunately, however one seed
remained in the pulp aud this seed be-

came lodged in the baby's windpipe,
causing a slight difficulty in breathing.
Little attention was paid to the mutter,
Init next day the child's breathing be-

came more" painful and was constantly
accompanied bv a slight choking.
Doctors H. It. Wharton and J. I'. Tunis
were called in and informed by the
mother that the trouble was caused by
some of the orange pulp. The usual
remedies were applied and some relief
obtained, but on the following night the
couditiou of the child become serious.
After a careful examination the physi-

cians decided that the only means of
saving the little sufferer's life was to
perform tracheotomy. Next morning
this was undertaken, and a long incision
was made in the neck, opening the wind-

pipe. At the poiut where the latter
joined the lungs a hard substance was
detected deeply imbedded in mucus.
When removed it proved to be an ex-

traordinarily large orange seed. The
wound was closed up ami dressed, and
next day the boy was on the road to re-

covery. The seed was in a particularly
dangerous position and would undoubt-
edly have caused suffocation in a very
short time. While lodged in the throat
the heat had caused it to open at one
end and to sprout slightly. It was also
swollen greatly beyond the original large
size.

In the amphitheater of the Massachu-
setts general hospital, Boston, on a recent
afternoon, one of the operating surgeons.
Doctor John W. Elliot, showed a Globe
man a little child about three-years-ol-

who had inhaled a beau into the lung,
and on whom an operation was per-

formed for its removal, The operation
has proved remarkably successful. The
bean, which was of the ordinary size of
a white bean, had been inhaled into the
right bronchus, and, as the right lung
wus thus shut off from receiving its
projier amount of air, the danger of
broncho-pneumo- n ia with a fatal termina-
tion became Imminent and tracheotomy
was performed. The incision, about an
inch long, was made in the median line
of the neck, and after going through the
superficial structures of that part the
trachea was reached and incised in a
vertical liue. The incision was made
large enough to admit a very long and
slender pair of forceps, which were care-

fully passed down the trachea and into
the right bronchus. A short distance
below where the windpipe divides, the
end of the forceps touched the bean,
w hich was firmly lodged. Drooping the
beau with the forceps, the surgeon
broke off a small bit of the offending
substance and withdrew it. Throe at-

tempts resulted in getting only small
particles. It had become softened, aud
the soft part of the bronchus had swollen
and closeil in about it. The next at-

tempt was more successful. The tine
teeth of the head of the forceps buried
themselves in the substance of the bean
and with careful manipulation it was ex-

tracted. Immediate relief was experi-
enced by the little sufferer, and the
child is practically well.

"Tiikkk are many queer legal paperl
on file in probably every court of record
in the world, but the only court that
ever indicted a man for the murder of a
sheep is in Gilmer County West Virginia,
said Harry L Sperry, a Wheeling lawyer,
at the Southern, to a reporter for the
St. Louis Globe Democrat. "In June.
loTo. William F. Lively, who has since
been prominently mentioned for Gover-
nor on the Democratic ticket, and has
several times been in the Legislature,
was the prosecuting attorney for Qilmef
County. He drew up an indictment
which went to show that one Jacob
Wiatt. with a gun, the value of which
was -', and which was then and there
charged with gunpowder and lead or
some other destructive substance, in his
hand, did willfully diacharge and shoot
off, to, against and upon the -- aid sh ep.
the property of one Jacob Burke, and
the lead or other destructive substance
did strike, penetrate and wound the said
sheep, causing it to linger and fall, and
that said David Wiatt did set upon the
aid sheep, and with a sharp and dan-

gerous instrument wound, cut and mal-

treat it, that it died. All this wan 0C

cording to the testimony of one William
treeuleaf. an cv witness, and against

the peace and dignitV of the State of
West Virginia. Lively got tin- grand
jury to rind a true hilL, but the case

ever euli to trial, anil, legally, Jacob
arid David iatt are si dl under indict
put for murder The only ruc ofthe

murder of iheep on record "

A " MM CoOOfcU" tells tin- lioaton

H Iu ill in
I dno.d tl

Of all amusements of the mind,
From logic dew j to tiehing,

There isn't one tbat you can find
So very cheap as 'wishiug."

A very choice diversion, too,

If wo but rightly use it,
Aud not as wo arc apt to do,

t it, ana abuse it.

I wish a common wish indeed
My pur e were somewhat fatter,

That I Bight chocr tbfl child of neod,
And not my pride to flutter;

That I might make opinion real,
An only gold can make it,

And break the tyrant's rod of steel,
A only gold can break it.

I wish -- that symputhy and love
And every human passion

That has its Origin shove,
Would come aud keep m fashion;

That, scorn and je;ilousy and hate,
And every bote emotion.

Were tinned tit'tv fathoms deep
Beneath the wuves of ocean!

I wiah that friends were always true,
And motives always pure;

1 wish the good were not 8 few,
I wish the, bad were tewer;

I wish that persons ue'er forgot

To heed tho pious torching;
I wish that pr dicing was not

So different from preaching!

I wish -- that modest worth might be

Appraised with truth and candor;

I wish that innocouce was free
From troichery and slander.

I wish that men their vows would mind,
That women no', r wore w.icrs;

I with that wives wire always kind,
And husbands always 1 .vors.

I wish in line that joy and mirth,
Aud every good ideal

May come er while, throughout the earth,
To be tho gloriOUl teal;

Till god shall every creature bltM
With His mpremest blessing,

And lope be ost in happiness
Aud w is: ing ba possts-ing- .

MY BURGLARY.

The bugle was placed in the holder
the horses made a graceful turn and we
Obeckcd up in frout of "The Nugget,"
the leading hotel of Uoldtown, a mining

mji at an altitude of some seven thous-
and feet in the heart of the Kockies, and
seventy miles by the nearest stage route
from a railroad.

After a supper of mountain trout and
mate I felt retted I had come to Uold-tow- n

iii response to Mr. Furber, the pro-
prietor of the general store of the camp,
lie wanted a bookkeeper and I had an-

swered his advertisement. My references
alaaeed him; he said "come," and I did
so. Mr. Furber called the evening of
ruy arrival. I found him a thorough
business mail and a gentleman, and to
this writing, DOW more than seventeen
years later. I have never had occasion to
change my impression. He briefly out-
lined my responsibilities and placed a
comfortably-furnishe- room over the
tore at my lispos.il; thus 1 was a room

ahead, and the store had a night guard.
The day following my arrival I began

active duty. The work was abundant,
liut the associations were pleasant aud
the mountain air exhilarating: so on the
whole I was contented. January the
Bnt soon eannand with it a handsome
tnCfOOM "f salary. Other Januarys fol-

lowed with greater cares and liberal re-

muneration. I made friends, was trusted
md was saving money. Mr. Furber con-Milte- d

me regard ilg various ventures,
arid seemed to value my opinions.

More than four years of devotion to
HIJ employer's interests had passed, when
1 was iu formed that 1 should take entire
charge ot the financial affairs of the
house, involving the managership. "I
have been on the lookout for some time."
mid Mr. Furber to me, "for some invest-
ment lor vou, William, that would be
stfe and net large returns. I think I
aa reeomim nd the 'Turkey point'

mine. 1 was under the ground yester-
day and I Bod good showings for a won-
derful future; they ure on a vein now
that will assay fully twenty ounces of
silver aid four and a fraction ounces of
gold. There is some book stock yet;
I will take all that is left unless you
want some of it."

I had Implicit confidence in the busi
ocas sagacity and honor of my employer,
net on bis recommendation I placed
$o.J()0 all my savings in the "Turkey
point.1' Two or three dividends were
paid, then the mine "went blind ;" the
vein eras only I pocket of ore that was

bom exhausted,

Aa I was making up the cash one night
several thousand dollars, mostly in

tifold dust, but some coin the wealth
(Wore rue called to mind a report I hud
read that morning of an express BOOSOU-gv- r

who took some $.,0,000 Iroin Wells,
Fargo o

I weighed the gold dust, ( minted the
'in rind plac ed it in the safe, thinking

ill the w bile about the express messeii-- f

r, truing him to vmoic parts and ini
Igiahaj him living in luxury. As 1 was
doting the vault duOt a mine owner
tmc In. "Wait a minute," said be

"here is some j.(,ld 1 want to depoait "
A weighed it. "I'll make you a re

I eiV' 1 said.
i don't want your rprwlnt, WUIIom,"

and be m away. Ills mouit r aud tune
m MBratlvi of ouihl. in , made mo
dtsiihs mj though), u ih m
'fcwe. I iii' 'In. iu d "Am I too honest
lo Im Iriuplislf Win wuil thliikliio ol
tin iiu'-- m ii , i I

1 - iu, IU. .11

About Mickoees. Prof. Charles F.
Chandler of Columbia College addressed
a large audience recently iu the lecture
hall of the American Museum of Natural
History on "The Atmosphere and Its
Contaminations." Beginning with the
properties of gases and their relations to
plants and animals, he noosed to the con-

sideration of those invisible foes of all
forms of animal and vegetable life re-

vealed by the microscope, and known as
germs, microbes, and bacilli. Prof.
Chandler described a microbe as being

i so 9mail that l woul(1 re,luire ?f
mem lo iorm a procession one iutu m
length, and 24,000 of them to make an
inch in breadth. A drop of water
one-eight- h of an inch in diameter
was as large for the evolutions of a ba-

cillus as the harbor of New York would
be for a whale. He stated that they
multiplied by dividing themselves once
every twenty minutes, so that seventy-tw- o

generations of them were produced
inside of a single day. From a aiugle
bacillus 16,000,000 might be generated
iueide of twenty-fou- r hours. Nearly all
the diseases thut afflict maukind, Prof.
Chandler said, were produced by specific
forms of microbes. Scarlet fever, typhus,
typhoid, aud even Asiatic cholera had
each its peculiar germ. It was found
that these microbes could not exist un-

der certain degrees of heat or cold, and
scientific investigators were every day
adding to our stock of knowledge as to
how we can best protect ourselves from
these invisible foes of the human race.

Heatixo and Vemtii.atio.m. The
question of warming a house in winter,
provided it is properly built, is mainly a
question ol ventilation, and ventilation is
greatly concerned about the quality of
air in the cellar, especially if the heating
apparatus is contained in that often ne-

glected portion of the house. I suppose
the relation between the size of the coal
bill and the quality of the air we
breathe indoors is more or less familiar,
but it is a fundamental point in this dis-

cussion and like everything else that
afflicts our pocketbooks, is worth look-
ing into. But let me begin a little tar-th-

back. I can't imagine what vou
builders were thinking of when you in- -

vented the ordinary balloon-frame- d

UDOO their construction. Not onlv do
you provide innumerable wooden flues,
half-tille- d with shavings as dry as tiudej-an-

lined with dry splinters of inflam-
mable wood, but you cross aud interlace
them so that it is impossible to prevent a
free draught through every one of them
at all times. They are, moreover, so
well protected ou the visible side by fire-

proof plastering that the merest spark of
tire once started within them has ample
time to extend indefinitely before it is
discovered, and to get into full blast be-

fore its exact location cau be ascertained.
Now, the same provisions for making
our houses warm in cold weather
und keeping them cool in warm, arc also
securities against sudden conflagration,
the thought of which hangs in terror
over us at all times, especially on those
tempestuous winter nights when the
stoves, grates and furnaces are crowded
to their utmost, when a lire would be
most destructive and its immediate con-

sequences the most to be dreaded. E.
C. Gardner, in Good Housekeeping.

How to Keei' the F.yks Well. It
has been very truly said that it is not so
much what is done to the eyes as what is

not done that produces the greatest
effect. In other words, given a pair of
eyes that are all right at the start, and it
is a great deal easier, barring accidents,
to preserve them, to prolong their period
of greatest use and beauty, thau it is to
remedy defect, ailment or the result ol
misuse after it has been incurred. To
this end a medical authority specifies as
follows sonic of the things not to do. In
the first place the eyes should never be
severely taxed when that can be avoided.
This does not mean nonuse, for these
very delicate servants are SO inarvelously
and powerfully constructed that they
will stand a great amount of hard
work, if the conditions are fa-

vorable, without . injury. Some
of the most injurious practices are
those connected with reading, especially
the modem tine type and poorly printed
newspapers. Heading upon railroad
t rains or street cars is to lie avoided if
possible, since the vibration of the book
or paper constantly breaks the focus and
imposes a severe strain upon the optics.
Heading by a low light, as at twilight,
or with too strong a glare upon the
paper, especially if reflected directly
toward the eyes, arc equally us bad. So
is reading in bed or iu any reclining
position where the matter must be held
in a constrained maimer and the eyes be
twisted into unnatural positions to see
the page, The effect may not be Im-

mediate, and when it is noticed will
generally be ascribed to anything else
rather than the right cause, DO. in fact
it is the continued and excessive strain
which induces that feeling of weariness
about the tyet, thut dull iMndncha just
in the MM ot the pupils, that heutid
fooling, which very readily becomes a
ehrona iuatuansnsajteaos law degree, -- t

diagre ble to bear and ruinous to the
Am i ii mil and unspeakable glow of the
I" ifeit eve The nunc result Is u..

while
ilh
I'rpoM
l.i t lie'
ivself!"

1 r the

me into that ' 1 urkey-poin- t mine. I
lost all I had his fault. He owes me
something." Then I legan to count the
dust we were storing for mine ow ners

' The Crystal Hock " has about eight
thousand. "Yellow Dirt" about live
thousand, the "Silver Moon " between
nine and ten; the house owns ovci
twenty thousand, besides the small de
posits."

Was I turning thief ? Why I was tight
ing aguiust my thought-- .' Do what J

would my mind continued to plan.
Many saloons, blacksmith's shops and

small mines deposited in the Furber
vaults; they weie the only secure de-
posits in the camp. The store of H. I.
Furber sold everything from whiskey to
mining engines, besides accepting de-

posits and doing a kind of banking bus-

iness.
I found, as several days passed, that I

was ridiculing the notion of becoming a
robber, and at times disgusted with my
self for permitting the idea. Then I

would think, "Where would hove been
my destination''" During such Bpoculo-tio- ns

1 found myself figuring on railroad
connections and the number of hours'
start 1 would have, wholly unconscious of
the accurate preparations 1 was complet-
ing. When in my mind 1 whs lost to my
pursuers in India. 1 must have experi-
enced some of the true sensations of a
criminul. I had calculated minutely my
disguises, aliases and business enterprises
when far away.

Toward the latter part of July, after
business hours one evening, I carefully
removed the contents of the fjrip that
had accompanied me to Qoldtown and
with it in hand crept or tiptoo down-
stairs. I felt that I war, acting like a
oncak, and Stepped more firmly ; my
foot touched the broom, it feu
and I jumped. The noise of a mouse
gnawing made DM pause and listen.
1 crept back up stairs and looked out
of my window. The skill was in its
place.

Five minutes later anil the well-hun- g

vault door swung noiselessly open. I en-

tered, satchel in bond. I was nervous. I
turned the combination too for. I tried
again successfully. The match I held
burned my lingers. No matter, I kuew
every hole and corner in the safe, and its
contents were soon transferred to my
satchel. I locked the safe and closed the
vault ;icsr, thinking, "The fewer sisrns
I leave behind the more start I'll have."
I put the now valuable satchel on the
floor and went to my room to take a last
look out aud see if the way was clear.

I heard a sound below like breaking
iu a witidow. I stood frightened. Voices
were whispering. I staid motionless at
the top of the stairs. I could hear foot-

steps ascending the stairs. I went to my
bed and sat on the edge. Two forms
were dimly visible passing my window;
then the light of a dark lantern appeared
aud I was commanded to throw up my
hands. The gleam of a pistol made me
obey. I was told to come down stairs
and open the door or be shot. I walked
in front, each arm tirmly grasped and
the pistol at my head.

The meagre contents of the safe an-

gered them ; they swore and threatened
anil tiually bound me hand and foot,
leaving me on the office floor, where by
painful contortions I succeeded in getting
my knife from my pocket aud releasing
myself. My tirst move after gaining my
feet was to place every grain of gold and
coin back iu the proper place. The fol-

lowing morning the story I felt justified
in telling to hide my guilt made me a
hero. 1 simply related how I cleaned
out tw o burglars single bonded.

In the hour of silent reflection after
the attempted bur jlary I awoke to the
awful crime I had uearly accomplished.
The next evening I sat moodily thinking,
alone in my room, when Mr. Fui b r

knocked. He brought his chair beside
me and said: "William, it was my fault
that you lost your money in "Turkey
point,' I induced you to go into it. Now I

want you to accept an interest in the
store. I will feel then that you have
been p'dd."

My benefactor has not given much at-

tention to business for some years. Gold-tow- n

has grown to a booming city and
has two railroads. The general store is
a thing of the past. Furber A: Company
have developed into a banking concern.

The ptfaident'e work consisti of driv-
ing down to the bank ou pleasant after-
noons at about 4.80 with his daughter-sh- e's

my wife und our children. He
devotes considerable time telling his
grandchildren stories of early times in
the Kockies, one of which is how their
papa, all alone, kept two robbers from
stealing nil grandpapa's mo. cy. Kate
Field s Washington.

A Subterranean Ulvor.

Hev. Dr. Foster of Boston in bis
weekly letter to the Chicago Advance,
states that there are reasons to suppose
that there is an underground river about
a hundred feet below ground, running
through Massachusetts and Provide e

and empty ing into the -- im 1 1 is supposed
that this river, who w Htfl Ml Wl 0oW
mid exceeding pure, Murt from the
White Mountain region and finds it- - w

through an eld nim dug by a glacier,
then tilled '.Tith grave ni l cover. l over
with h ud Min. Water of tint let Cold

quality and of great uhuudain e has hi , n

found at about the name d pth in I''
deuce, in PoxImmo md two in i west of
Lowell In two of thev r.ts. i it i c. r

tain that there is a cuvilv nearly a hun
dred fei t ground,

I .it...

outside air. The obliging clerk on duty
Opened the door and the quondam
prisoner walked out and was soon out
of the state, lie was not rearrested.

Since the great caves of this country
were turned into show places a close
watch has to be kept on visitors to pre-

vent their annexation of stalactites,
"cave acorns," gypsum crystals, and
other curious and beautiful formations.
Not even the broken stalactites lying
about the floor can be appropriated, for
these are gathered and sold by the owners
or lessees of these holes in the ground.
The slabs cut from cross sections of
stalagmites are beautiful when polished,
as they show concentric bauds of brown,
yellow, gray, cream, and greenish, white,
like agates.

A BIG bear chased Peter Dane-- , an old
man of sixty years, through the woods
in Clarke county, Wash., the other day,
and was close at his coat tails when he
ran into the clearing of a neighbor named
McCoy. As both neared the house the
door opened and Mrs. McCoy appeared
with a rifle iu her hands, promptly let
drive at the bear, and bowled him over
dead. Then the ungrateful Peter
claimed the hide, as the finder of the
bear, and insisted on his demand until
as a compromise it was agreed that he
and his rescuer divide the proceeds of
its sale.

Ax ice-flo- which carried away a
couple of sportsmen from the neighbor-
hood of Odessa, was subsequently driven
by a southerly wind over against Oteha-koff- ,

where the flsherfolk discovered the
frozen corpses lying close together on
the ice and still guarded by a faithful
aud half-famish- ed dog. which hail made
no attempt to reach the shore. The ani-

mal had apparently preserved its exist-
ence on some of the wild duck shot by
its unfortunate OWncR.

Mick caused conflagrations by
nibbling matches, and lined their nests
with fractional banknotes, but yield the
palm of destructii eness to the California
gophers, with their penchant for under-

mining dams, and the Australian rabbits,
wdiose depredations are estimated to
aggregate M,8Q0,0Q0 a year.

A uesiiiknt of Mobile, Ala., has a
strong affection for a pet cat. The ani-

mal is said to be twenty-seve- n years old,
has no teeth, and is also blind. The
owner cares for it as attentively as
though the cat were a child, feeding it
constantly on raw oysters, of which the
cat seems very fond.

Nkw Ci'iNKv has the credit of pro
duoing the only venomous bird known
to ornithologists the Roil N'Dood or
"Bird of Death." There is no antidote
to the bite of this bird, which Causes
excruciating pains in every part of the
body, loss ot sight, convulsions, lock-ja-

and certain death within two hours.

"Thai Nuiiny tioat."

A rather vulgar personage, who bad
haan created a marquis a few moothl
previous to our story, managed to gel
himself invited to a Court ball. The
new fledged marquis could not contain
himself for Joy, and exhaled pn.ud satis-factio-

at every pore. Citing an
Olympian glance around the room, he
chanced to spj among the ladies the tall,
angular figure ot anesderlj matron, with
compressed lip-- , a- - though afraid ol

rsating ber brvath, ami as Utofl .n a lath
she was leaning oa the ana of a young
irantlemaa,

Who isth.it oanaj goif mid tin
BObM lrd la s gentleman who
lauding beside him.

An i the nth replied with i Kaon n
mile "That imnn goat uiihtissa

dress ol the molhei' Ol the kid

l,i. d iuvf h r his arm. and the SjHb
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mounts, until, Hearing the zenith of its
flight, the cylinder becomes n ball ap-

parently moving so slowly that one al-

most fears that its momentum will be
expended, and that it will at any
moment plunge headlong downward.

"It has now reached the highest point
of its flight, and at almost the same in-

stant the ear is saluted by a rattling,
crashing sound, ns if all the boiler factor-

ies in the country had concentrated the
pandemonium of weeks into the supreme
effort of a second. It is the sound of
the discharge, which travels nearly twice
as fast as the projectile, and which in the
clear spring air of Port Royal is heard
quite as distinctly B mile away in the line
of fire as on the vessel itself.

"The flying torpedo has now for
seconds seemed almost stationary, poised
like sonic great bird high in the air. It
seems sure to fall short; it is too low to
carry far at that apparently slow flight.
Still, it does not fall perceptibly, and
soon the fact dawns upon us that this
black object is coming onward at a tre-

mendous rate. It grows larger, and on
the downward branch of the trajectory
again elongates into a cylinder, the rear
end of which seems to wobble or revolve
in a small circle around the line of flight.
Now a biasing sound is heard. The pro-

jectile seems to hasten it. is descending
rapidly straight towards yon. There Is

no doubt now as to its currying far
enough. In fact, it seems impossible
to avoid that. We realize that here is a
terrible engine, free from all restraint,
beyond control. It has a destiny of its
own. We don't care who sighted the
gun ,' or for what range the valve was set.'

We only hope that we shall have luck;
that the black thing has not acquired in-

telligence and decided to hurt us, with
a malicious purpose. But now a glance
along the cylinder's side is reassuring; it
will pass on one side; it seems to turn
away more and more, until, with a
musketlike report, it enters the water,
throwing up a lofty column of spray. A

second later and the black oval head
pierces the water thirty ysrds further on ;

the torpedo leaps high into the air. and
turning, porpoiselike, with a graceful
precision dives head tirst into the water
again. There, after a last mighty struggle,
its onward rush is checked, and it sinks
to the bottom. The length of time of
flight has been just ten and three quarter
seconds. It has come six limes as fust
as the fastest railroad train, fourteen
times as fast and live times as far as the
fastest automobile torpedo; fourteen
times as fast as the fastest torpedo boat ;

twelve times iin fast as the fUetOOt RUI
ning hoffS IfertOVer. it carries nn
amount of high explosive power eqiiiva
lent In rending effect to two of the lurir
cut Whitehead torpedoes, Harper's
Weohlv,

Dlnilnui loo t the hull. in.

Mm h i hol tSteruture. prose and
Jui been nn bilged in about tin de

i) of the Indian, how the are failing
i.vsy like the mist on the mountain, the
siiow on the plain . a lie n Imndf.il let! of


